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SUBJ: THAI - BURMA BORDER INCIDENT SATISFACTORILY CONCLUDED 

SUMMARY: 

IT NOW APPEARS THAT THE INCIDENT ON THE THAI BURMA BORDER IN 
WHICH THAI HELICOPTER AND POLICE WERE DETAINED HAS BEEN 
SATISFACTORILY 

RESOLVED. MEMBERS OF RANGOON ATTACHE CORPS AND PRESS WERE TAKEN 
TO SCENE JUNE 30, BRIEFED ON MOHEIN III OPERATION, AND INFORMED 
THAT THE HELICOPTER AND THAI POLICE WERE BEING RELEASED. TWO 
THAI GENERALS WHO WERE ALSO FLOWN TO SCENE EXPRESSED SATISFACTION AND 
REGRET FOR INTRUSION. SENIOR BURMESE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE OFFICIAL 
SAID THAT INVESTIGATION SHOWED THAT INTRUSION HAD BEEN ACCIDENTAL 
AND THAT INCIDENT HAD THEREFORE HAD THEREFORE BEEN FAVORABLY 
CONCULDED. THAI GENERAL CALLED 

FOR EFFORTS TO IMPROVE THAI-BURMA COOPERATION IN THE CONDUCT OF 
FUTURE JOINT OPERATIONS. OUR ATTACHES RECEIVED IMPRESSION THAT 
BURMESE RETAIN SOME RESERVATIONS BUT OVERALL ATOMSPHERE WAS 
CORDIAL. END SUMMARY. 

1 . ON 30 JUNE AT INVITATION OF BURMA DEFENSE SERVICES, RANGOON 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 RANGOO 01887 301754Z 

ATTACHE CORPS AND NEWS MEDIA REPS VISITED THE MOHEIN III OPERATION 
AREA. THEY WERE BRIEFED IN DETAIL ON THE OPERATIONS AND WERE SHOWN 
SEIZED NARCOTICS AND CHEMICALS, AS WELL AS REFINERY SITE AND COMBINED 
HEADQUARTERS OF SUA AND OTHER INSURGENTS. 

2. IN AFTERNOON, THE GROUP WAS SHOWN THE THAI POLICE HELICOPTER AND 
HELICOPTER CREW AND 27 THAI POLICE WHO HAD BEEN DETAINED BY THE 
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BURMESE. WEAPONS OF THE THAIS WERE ALSO DISPLAYED ALONG WITH 
CHEMICALS FOUND AT THE NEARBY REFINERY SITE. 

3. SENIOR BURMESE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER (KYAW HTOON) DESCRIBED 
THE HELICOPTER INCIDENT IN FACTUAL MANNER. HE GAVE DETAILS OF 
INVESTIGATION OF THE INCIDENT BY THE BURMESE WHICH GENERALLY 
SUPPORTED 

THE THAI CLAIM THAT HELICOPTER HAD BEEN INADVERTENTLY INSERTED 
IN COURSE OF THAI BLOCKING OPERATION. 

HE POINTED OUT SOME OF THE GROUNDS FOR THE INITIAL SUSPICION 
ENTERTAINED BY THE BURMESE, PARTICULARLY THE LOCATION OF THE 
HELIPAD AT THE SUA HEADQUARTERS, BUT HE DID NOT UNDULY 
STRESS THESE NEGATIVE ASPECT. 

4. SUBSEQUENTLY, FOLLOWING CONSULTANOONS AT MINISTRY OF DEFENSE 
IN RANGOON, THAI LT. GEN GHUAN THONG, DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF 
HEADQUARTERS SUPREME COMMAND AND MAJOR GENERAL ARD, 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR JOINT INTELLIGENCE, ARRIVED ON THE SCENE WITH COL. 

THAN NYUNT OF THE GENERAL STAFF OF BURMA MINISTRY OF DEFENSE. 

THEY WERE TAKEN TO VIEW THE HELICOPTER 

AND THE THAI POLICE, WHO GREETED THEM WITH ENTHUSIASM. COL. THAN 
NYUNT MADE A FORMAL STATMENT IN PRAISE OF THE GOOD RELATIONS BETWEEN 
THAILAND AND BURMA, RECOUNTED BRIEFLY THE EVENTS SURROUNDING THE 
DETENTION OF THE HELICOPTER AND POLICE AND STATED THAT THE RESULTS 
OF THE INVESTIGATION HAD INDICATED NO IMPROPER INTENTIONS ON THE 
PART OF THE THAI. HE SAID THE AIRCRAFT WAS ACCORDINGLY BEING 
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RELEASED AND THE POLICE REPATRIATED FOR WHATEVER APPROPRIATE 
ACTION MIGHT BE DETERMINED BY THE THAI OFFICIALS. COL THAN NYUNT'S 
CORDIAL REMARKS WERE FOLLOWED BY A SHORT RESPONSE BY LT. GEN. THUAN 
THONG, THANKING THE BURMESE FOR THEIR COOPERATION AND EMPHASIZING 
THE EXCELLENT THAI- BURMA RELATIONS. HE STRESSED THE NEED FOR 
GREATER EFFORT TO IMPROVE THAI-BURMA 
COOPERATION IN FUTURE JOINT OPERATIONS. 

5. THE ATTACHES WERE SHOWN SUBSTANTIAL AMOUNTS OF SEIZED 
NARCOTICS 

AND CHEMICALS. AND WERE TOLD THAT THE SEARCH WAS STILL CONTINUING 
AND ADDITIONAL DISCOVERIES WERE STILL TAKING PLACE. A FIFTH REFINERY 
SITE WAS DISCOVERED WHILE THE ATTACHES WERE AT THE SCENE OF 
OPERATIONS. THE BURMES STATED THAT THE OPERATION WOULD PROBABLY 
CONTINUE FOR SEVERAL MORE DAYS. THE THAI 
MILITARY ATTACHE TOLD DATT THAT HE ALSO EXPECTED THE THAI 
POLICE ELEMENTS TO CONTINUE THE SEARCH FOR NARCOTICS IN 
THE UFI BORDER AREA. 

6. COMMENT: THE ATMOSPHERE THROUGHOUT THESE EVENTS WAS ONE OF 
CORDIAL COOPERATION, PHOTOGRAPHS WERE TAKEN OF THAI AN BURMESE 
OFFICIALS SHAKING HANDS AND SMILING. 
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AT EACH OTHER. WHILE THE ATTACHES NOTED SIGNS OF CONTINUED 

BURMESE SUSPICION, THE SUSPICIONS SEEMED NOT TO BER 

BASED ON HARD INFORMATION AND DID NOT MATERIALLY DETRACT FROM THE 

OVERALL 

CORDIALITY OF THE PROCEEDINGS. 

7. FULLER DETAILS WILL BE REPORTED SEPARATELY. 

OSBORN 
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